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Friendship Force of Manitoba Newsletter   September 2015 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Friendship Force Manitoba meets 

monthly September through June. We 

usually meet the first Wednesday of 

each month at the Masonic Memorial 

Temple at Confusion Corner; check our 

events listings for date and location. 

Guests are always welcome. Call Lynda 

Walker at 204-995-8344 or Judy Single 

at 204-294-6428. 

 

Friendship Force Manitoba 

friendshipforcemanitoba.org 

 

2015 Board Members 

President: Judy Single 
jud64@mymts.net or 204-294-6428 
Vice President: Lynda Walker 
lyndadawnwalker@gmail.com 
Secretary: Gail Keeley 
gailke@hotmail.ca 
Treasurer: Esther McKenty 

emckenty@shaw.ca 

 

Send contributions to the October 

newsletter by September 27 to Bev Phillips, 

proofreaders@mts.net or 306-15 Kennedy 

Street, Winnipeg R3C 3X5. 

Membership Meeting  

Wednesday, September 9 

Masonic Memorial Temple 
420 Corydon at Confusion Corner 

Doors open at 6:00 p.m.  
Dinner at 6:30 p.m.  
Pay at the door: $20 

 
Lynda Walker will tell us 

about the walking exchange  
on the Isle of Wight, off the 

south coast of England, 
where she met Friendship 

Force members from around 
the world. 

 
 

What better meal to accompany a trip to England than 
Fish and Chips! 

 
** Remember to wear your membership badge ** 

Reminder! If you promise to come to dinner and don’t come, you will be 
charged the $20. You can cancel up to two days ahead (by Monday). 

Our club must pay when members and guests do not show up for dinner. 
Thank you very much for your cooperation! 

___________________________________________ 

Our events are organized by the Program Committee and they always 
welcome new members! 

Contact President Judy Single to find out how you can participate.  
It’s a great way to get involved with the club and get to know more of 

your fellow members. 
 

Upcoming meetings 
October 7   November 4   December 2 
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FF Who, What, Where 

 

Membership renewals 

Memberships run from January to 

December. 

Renewing members:  

  $35 single and $65 couple 

New members:  

  $45 single and $85 couple 

  (extra fee to pay for name tags) 

— Esther McKenty, Treasurer 

 

Address changes 

Have you changed your address, email 

address or phone number? If so, please 

contact our Secretary, Gail Keeley, right 

away so she can update our 

membership list: gailke@hotmail.ca  or 

204-257-9837 

 

Club website 

Check our website anytime for 

upcoming events, past exchanges, 

issues of this newsletter, and useful 

links: friendshipforcemanitoba.org 
 

Club property 

If you have any items belonging to the 

club (books, paper records, etc.), please 

let our Secretary Gail Keeley know: 

gailke@hotmail.ca  or 204-257-9837. 
 

canffex.ca 

Are you interested in joining up with 

another Canadian club to travel? Visit 

the Canadian Friendship Force Clubs 

Exchange Site at canffex.ca for 

undersubscribed exchanges from across 

Canada. You can sign up for monthly 

updates and immediate notices of new 

exchanges. The site also includes field 

representatives’ reports and other 

news. 

My Staycation Summer 

I trust everyone had a great summer enjoying family, friends and 

the great weather.  

My biggest enjoyment during our summer break was my 

“staycation” during the visit from the Long Island Friendship Force. My 

Ambassadors were a lovely couple who treated me well during their 

stay. They were very enthusiastic and adventuresome and we didn’t sit 

still for very long.  

I must give credit to Liz Martin and her entire team who put in a lot 

of time and effort to organize this week long event. All the activities 

were outstanding and from the comments I heard, were enjoyed by 

all. What a treat it was to see the faces of the Long Island members we 

met a few years 

ago when we 

visited them, and 

to make some 

new friends too.  

A big part of 

these exchanges 

also is learning 

things about our 

own members as 

we share time 

together during 

the week. So kudos to all who made it out, and to those who were not 

able to (for whatever reason), maybe next time. One of the comments 

I heard from the Long Island Ambassadors was that it’s nice to see so 

many of our members attending the outings. They love getting to 

know everyone in our club, not just their home, day or dinner hosts. 

Together, we make it happen… 

— Judy Single, President 

_______________________________________________________ 

2015 Committee chairs 
Exchange Coordinator: Elizabeth Schirmer 204-475-1220, schirmer@mymts.net 

Past President: Dallas Bagby 204-661-6199 

Program Chair: TBA 

Communications: TBA 

Newsletter Editor: Bev Phillips 204-942-5453 (phone/fax), proofreaders@mts.net 

Webmaster: Judy Single 204-294-6428 or ffmb@mymts.net 

Exchange Directors: Gail Keeley and Doug Jackson, Southern Oregon inbound (2016): 

gailke@hotmail.ca, 204-257-9837 

Kathy Lesyk, Toulouse, France outbound exchange 2016, kglesyk@shaw.ca  

 

At the Legislative Building 

mailto:ffmb@mymts.net
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Christy Hofer shares life on the Netley 

Hutterite Colony with our FF LI visitors 

First-time home hosts’ experience 

Joan and I were not quite sure what to expect as home 

hosts. We knew the schedule of events, but did not know 

the expectations of our ambassador. Would she find the 

spare room and bed comfortable enough? What sorts of 

food would she expect to eat? What would be her 

preferences for activities aside from those that were 

already planned? Would we be able to get along 

together? Fortunately we had some idea of what was 

involved after our outbound exchange to Richmond and 

Raleigh. 

As it turned out our guest, Joan Baillargeon, was very 

easy to get along with, and most of our concerns were 

groundless. We were able to easily decide on optional 

activities, and she seemed interested in the planned 

activities. 

It was sad that we lost a day because of the flight 

delay from LaGuardia airport. Our ambassador would 

have liked to have seen Gimli and Lake Winnipeg. We did 

get to Lower Fort Garry for one afternoon, and also a 

second day at the Museum for Human Rights, and we 

were able to take a quick tour of the Manitoba Museum, 

which gives a good overview of Manitoba’s history. 

Having a dinner hosted by Elaine and Howard Mathieson 

took some pressure off preparing meals. 

     The aim of the Friendship Force organization is to 

increase understanding of differences and similarities and 

to foster goodwill between different nations and groups. 

This exchange helped us to see a little glimpse of life in 

Queens, NY. But it also made us more aware of our own 

city through the eyes of a visitor. We had not been to the 

Museum for Human Rights before this exchange, and I 

had not had as thorough a tour through a Hutterite 

colony, which increased our own knowledge of Manitoba. 

Despite our initial misgivings, the exchange turned out to 

be a very positive experience. 

— Lawrence Pitcairn 

 

Long Island ED’s Report 
Thank you so much to a great committee: Kathy Lesyk, 

Jean Hyrich, Gail Keeley, Rosie Schau, my wonderful 

mentor Elizabeth Schirmer, and Judy Single. We believe 

this was a very successful exchange. There were some 

weather-related challenges to be sure but I’d like to thank 

everyone for their positive attitudes and for showing our 

visitors that we are indeed Friendly Manitoba. A special 

thank you to the Long Island club for their generous 

donation to the Ronald McDonald House Charities and to 

Richard Erckert for his additional personal donation of his 

farewell party winnings. It is indeed true that you get to 

know your fellow members much better when you 

participate in a committee. Thanks for the opportunity to 

be Director of this incoming exchange.  

— Liz Martin, Exchange Director  

  

 

Journey to Churchill at Assiniboine 

Park Zoo 

 

Up close and personal with  

polar bears 
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Memories from our Long Island Exchange 
  

 

 

Touring the Royal Aviation Museum of Western Canada  

 

Investigating the mysterious “Monument” by sculptor 

Michel de Broin on our walking tour of St. Boniface 

 

The bison farm 

 

“Puttin’ on the Ritz” for our farewell dinner 
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Folklorama – only in Winnipeg! 

Memories from a Long Island 

Ambassador 

We came (a day late). We saw. We hope we 

conquered your hearts.  

Thank you for the whirlwind tour of Winnipeg. The 

ambassadors from Friendship Force Long Island truly 

enjoyed your hospitality and your selection of sights 

and activities. We were especially pleased to have 

timed our Exchange to coincide with Folklorama. What 

a wonderful way for you to share your multicultural 

communities with us. 

Our impressions: Many of us have never heard of 

Hutterites, so we certainly learned a great deal from 

our visit to the Netley Colony.  

Bison-on-a-bun isn’t something we’ve had on Long 

Island, and it was delicious.  

Every one of us was impressed with the Human 

Rights Museum, so much so that many of us returned 

for a second visit. 

Giving us the opportunity to tour the Children’s 

Hospital to which we made our donation was an 

excellent idea. The McDonald’s Family Room is an 

amazing place, truly deserving of our contributions. 

Polar bears and cubs – can’t say enough about what 

fun we had watching them frolic. 

And Puttin’ on the Ritz was the BEST farewell party; 

lots of laughs (the faux fashion show), lots of good 

food, great music, great company. 

We hope the friendships we forged will last forever. 

Thank you. 

— Sheila Ziegler 

Building Bridges – 

Friendship Force 

World Conference 
Just a few highlights 

from the FF World 

Conference August 28-31 

in Vancouver, in no 

particular order: 

The people – from so 

many countries, many garbed in their ethnic finery. 

Connections being made everywhere, sharing past 

memories and making new ones. 

The Welshmen’s Choir and their harmonious songs, 

especially “Let There Be Peace on Earth” when the 

entire audience joined in, on our feet, starting at the 

back and creating a wave of peace to the front, choking 

up some of the Choir. Those of us who were there 

experienced the power of that song. 

The workshops – giving us so many ideas that we 

can incorporate into our own club. 

Uplifting speakers at the plenary sessions, from the 

forward-thinking Deputy Mayor of Vancouver, to First 

Nation stories, to the Gleaners helping feed the world’s 

hungry and then a powerful vibrant speaker who gave 

us all an attitude check and then went on to show us 

how to lead through change and uncertainty. 

The FFI staff – getting to see the faces of the staff 

from Atlanta that we have talked to on the phone or 

through email. 

Vancouver – the food-tasting tours in Gastown, the 

culture of Granville Island, the hop-on and hop-off bus 

tour around Vancouver, Stanley Park, the Olympic 

torch. 

Food – in abundance at the conference and the 

many restaurants in the area. The “World of Friends” 

banquet was exceptional with tasty dishes from every 

region of the world for all of us to experience.  

And so much more it’s difficult to write about it all. 

You’ll hear more at our September 9 meeting. 

– Judy Single 
 

2016 World Conference 

Marrakesh, Morocco, October 2016 
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Editorial 
I enjoy newsletters. I like reading them and 

producing them. I think they’re a great way to keep 

people in touch and a great record of a group’s 

activities. 

Even if you love doing something, after a while you 

need a change. So as of this December, I will step down 

as Keystone Klippings editor. After three years, it’s time 

for a new FFM member to step into the editor’s ink-

stained shoes. (Or slippers – you can do this at home in 

your leisure time.) The format is entirely up to the new 

editor – every iteration of the Keystone Klippings has 

looked completely different from the last one. 

During the August exchange I talked with Jackie 

Agdern, editor of the Long Island club newsletter. She 

told me that when the 80-year-old previous editor 

stepped down, Jackie thought “I’m only 65 – I can 

certainly do it!” She learned how to use a computer 

and now produces a good-looking newsletter. 

In other words, no experience is required. If you are 

even a little intrigued, call or email me, or talk to me at 

the September meeting. I can coach our new editor 

through the first issue. 

I also invite a guest editor to produce the November 

issue, as I will be travelling to Japan with FF Brandon in 

late October. Contact me if you’re interested! 

I look forward to reading the 2016 Keystone 

Klippings… strictly as a reader! 

— Bev Phillips, Editor  

___________________________________________ 

June meeting: Fun and games! 

Things were a little bit different at our June 

meeting. We met in the basement instead of our usual 

main floor location. Before supper everyone 

participated in some old-fashioned (and still 

challenging) games consisting of tossing small objects, 

or carrying tippy items like eggs. Low-tech and fun! 

For a change we had a buffet dinner which we quite 

enjoyed. 

Those who arrived early sat in on an educational 

session about exchanges and heard great tips on home 

hosting, day and dinner hosting, participating in 

activities, being an Ambassador, and more. 

__________________________________________ 

Exchange Update: 

Southern Oregon, May 29-June 4, 2016 
We will be welcoming our friends from Southern Oregon 

to Winnipeg and to Manitoba in the late spring next year. 

If you have any ideas for exciting and interesting activities 

for our guests or if you are interested in joining the 

planning committee for this event, contact Gail or Doug 

at 204-257-9837 or email at gailke@hotmail.ca. Home 

and Day Hosts will be needed and if you have not yet 

experienced either of these roles, please consider giving it 

a try. 

2016 Exchanges  
• Inbound from Osaka, Japan (ED position available) 

and Southern Oregon: EDs Gail Keeley and Doug 

Jackson, May 29 – June 4 

• Outbound to Toulouse, France, ED Kathy Lesyk (date 

TBA) 

— Elizabeth Schirmer, Exchange Coordinator (EC), 
schirmer@mymts.net 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Stan Croall, Richard Erckert, Don 

Greig, Liz Martin and Bev Phillips for photos in 

this issue. 

callto:204-257-9837
mailto:gailke@hotmail.ca

