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Friendship Force of Manitoba Newsletter   December 2015 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Friendship Force Manitoba meets 

monthly September through June. We 

usually meet the first Wednesday of 

each month at the Masonic Memorial 

Temple at Confusion Corner; check our 

events listings for date and location. 

Guests are always welcome. Call Lynda 

Walker at 204-995-8344 or Judy Single 

at 204-294-6428. 

 

Friendship Force Manitoba 

friendshipforcemanitoba.org 

 

2015 Board Members 

President: Judy Single 
jud64@mymts.net or 204-294-6428 
Vice President: Lynda Walker 
lyndadawnwalker@gmail.com 
Secretary: Gail Keeley 
gailke@hotmail.ca 
Treasurer: Esther McKenty 
emckenty@shaw.ca 

 

 

Merry Christmas!  
Membership Meeting  
Wednesday, December 2 

 

Masonic Memorial Temple 
420 Corydon at Confusion 

Corner 

Doors open at 6:00 p.m.   
Dinner at 6:30 p.m.  
Pay at the door: $20 

 

Let’s celebrate the holiday season with friends and enjoy 
a roast pork dinner! 

 
Entertainment by  

the Clifton Advanced Bells And Quartet 
Clifton is a small elementary school in Winnipeg’s West End. Its bell 

choir competes at the annual Music Festival and performs at 
community events. 

 

Need FFM souvenirs for exchanges? Our “Souvenir Wrangler”  
 Clare McKenty will be selling our current stock of miscellaneous items. 

 

Bring your membership renewal and be eligible for a draw for a free 
membership! (See page 2 for dues) 

Renewals are due by the end of December. 
 

** Remember to wear your membership badge ** 
Reminder! If you promise to come to dinner and don’t come, you will be 

charged the $20. You can cancel up to two days ahead (by Monday). 
Our club must pay when members and guests do not show up for dinner. 

Thank you very much for your cooperation! 
 

Upcoming meetings: January 13   February 3   March 2 
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FF Who, What, Where 

 

Membership renewals 

Memberships run from January to 

December. 

Renewing members:  

  $35 single and $65 couple 

New members:  

  $45 single and $85 couple 

  (extra fee to pay for name tags) 

— Esther McKenty, Treasurer 

 

Address changes 

Have you changed your address, email 

address or phone number? If so, please 

contact our Secretary, Gail Keeley, right 

away so she can update our 

membership list: gailke@hotmail.ca  or 

204-257-9837 

 

Club website 

Check our website anytime for 

upcoming events, past exchanges, 

issues of this newsletter, and useful 

links: friendshipforcemanitoba.org 
 

Club property 

If you have any items belonging to the 

club (books, paper records, etc.), please 

let our Secretary Gail Keeley know: 

gailke@hotmail.ca  or 204-257-9837. 
 

canffex.ca 

Are you interested in joining up with 

another Canadian club to travel? Visit 

the Canadian Friendship Force Clubs 

Exchange Site at canffex.ca for 

undersubscribed exchanges from across 

Canada. You can sign up for monthly 

updates and immediate notices of new 

exchanges. The site also includes field 

representatives’ reports and other 

news. 

Winter happenings 

The fluffy white stuff has arrived, 

but we are still enjoying warmer than 

usual temperatures. How could it be 

any better than this?  

The days are getting shorter and 

the evenings are long, but it’s always 

bright at our Friendship Force 

gatherings. Make sure you enjoy the 

winter get-togethers planned by our Program Committee – the 

melodious sounds of the Clifton Bell Ringers at our December meeting, 

the cozy evening of home-cooked food and camaraderie of our 

January “Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner” event, the still-to-be-

confirmed speaker for our February meeting, and the warmth and 

fellowship of our friends from Friendship Force Winnipeg at the World 

Friendship Day meeting in March. And after that, guess what? It’s 

springtime! 

How quickly time passes. Plan on attending all these great 

happenings and don’t miss out on one moment of being entertained 

and learning from our speakers and fellow members and guests.  

At this time, I would like to extend to Dallas Bagby, on behalf of the 

entire Friendship Force Manitoba club, sincere wishes for a speedy 

recovery following surgery, and may the recuperation time be an easy 

one. Dallas, our thoughts and prayers are with you every day. Love and 

Blessings to you. 

— Judy Single, President 

_______________________________________________________ 

2015 Committee chairs 
Exchange Coordinator: Elizabeth Schirmer 204-475-

1220, schirmer@mymts.net 

Past President: Dallas Bagby 204-661-6199 

Program Committee: Helen Whetter, Jan Kollesavich, 

Lois Edwards 

Communications Assistant: Hazel Birt 

Newsletter Editor: Bev Phillips 204-942-5453, phillipb@mts.net (to 

December 2015) 

Webmaster: Judy Single 204-294-6428 or ffmb@mymts.net 

Exchange Directors: Gail Keeley and Doug Jackson, Southern Oregon inbound 

(2016): gailke@hotmail.ca, 204-257-9837 

Kathy Lesyk, Toulouse, France outbound (2016), kglesyk@shaw.ca 

Lynda Walker, lyndadawnwalker@gmail.com, and Lynn Fairhall, Osaka, Japan 

inbound (2016) 

  

mailto:ffmb@mymts.net
mailto:kglesyk@shaw.ca
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2016 meeting plans 
January 13 “Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner”  

Get better acquainted with a few FF members at a 

home-hosted dinner. At the November meeting lots of 

hosts and guests signed up. If you haven’t signed up as a 

host or guest, please do so at the December meeting or 

call Jan Kollesavich at 204-338-4913. 

February 3 Lois Edwards will arrange for a speaker. 

March 2 World Friendship Day  

We will host a buffet at the Masonic 

Hall. This is our annual joint meeting with 

our friends in FF Winnipeg, who will 

arrange for a speaker.  

April 6 The Program Committee is 

looking at a different venue for the club 

supper and is open to suggestions. 

May 4 Our program will be about exchanges. We may 

invite some members to talk about the recent exchange 

to Japan with the Brandon club. 

June 1 Summer windup and review of summer 

exchanges. 

— Jan Kollesavich (204-338-4913) for the Program 

Committee 

__________________________________________ 

FF Brandon exchange to Japan, October/November 

 
FF Brandon, Manitoba and Winnipeg members at lunch 

near the Inland Sea 
 

 
Home host Noriko Hashimoto, Bev Phillips and  

Dallas Bagby on Kimono Day in Sendai 

Are you our next Editor? 

You could be! 

No experience is needed to produce the newsletter. 

You can learn while doing, as many editors have. I will be 

available to consult, train, mentor and help with 

formatting or reporting.  

Every version of the KK has looked completely 

different, depending on the resources, experience and 

interests of the editors. The current layout is merely the 

way I know how to compose a newsletter – it’s not a 

requirement for future issues. 

There are many options for 2016. We can take an 

example from the Program Committee and work as a 

team. Other FF clubs have a longer quarterly publication, 

or a monthly two-pager, or just regular email bulletins. 

What are your ideas? 

If you are interested, intrigued or just a little curious, 

call or email me, or talk to me at the December meeting. 

You can do it! 

— Bev Phillips, Editor  

__________________________________________ 

Meeting with FF Osaka 
I really enjoyed the opportunity to participate in FF 

Brandon's outbound exchange to Japan. There were 

seven ambassadors from Brandon, four ambassadors 

from our club (Dallas Bagby, Bev Phillips, Don Greig and 

myself) and three from the Winnipeg club. The 

Brandon club was very welcoming and appreciative of 

our support. 

After completing our exchange in Sendai we spent 

three days in Kyoto. Friendship Force Osaka came and 

spent a day with us. They treated us to a personally 

guided tour through the streets of Kyoto, a real 

highlight of our time there. We will be hosting the 

Osaka club next August. They are very excited about 

coming to Winnipeg. It has been 19 years since their 

last trip to Canada.  

We are currently looking for members to participate 

in the exchange planning committee. If you are 

interested please contact me or Lynne Fairhall. I can be 

reached by email at lyndadawnwalker@gmail.com or 

at 204-995-8344. Lynn can be reached at 204-489-7257 

or lynnef@mts.net. 

— Lynda Walker, Vice-President  

callto:204-338-4913
callto:204-338-4913
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Editorial 
First, I want to thank our multitasking President 

Judy Single for producing the November issue of the 

Keystone Klippings while I was away in Japan. 

This is my last issue as Editor for FF Manitoba. I have 

thoroughly enjoyed the past three years, learning a 

great deal from editing and writing content, and 

picking up some technical skills while fine-tuning the 

layout. It’s been a pleasure working with the many FF 

members, and a few non-members, who contributed 

to the KK – everything from exchange write-ups to 

meeting recaps to regular columns. Thank you, all! 

I especially thank Dallas Bagby, Past President and 

Judy Single, our current President, for reviewing each 

issue before it “goes to press.” Their input has been 

invaluable and has saved me from many errors and 

omissions. 

One piece of business remains – finding the next 

Keystone Klippings Editor. I have written more about 

that elsewhere in this issue. 

I am grateful and appreciative of the many benefits 

I’ve received from my membership in Friendship Force 

and FF Manitoba. Producing the Keystone Klippings for 

three years has certainly been a big one. I look forward 

to having a little more free time to enjoy and 

contribute to exchanges and other club events for 

many years to come. 

— Bev Phillips, Editor  

 
At the Seto Ohashi bridge linking Honshu to Shikoku 

(Thanks to Don Greig for the photo) 

___________________________________________ 

Japan, North to South 
I was fortunate enough to join FF Brandon’s exchange 

to Japan in October/November. In just over three weeks 

we enjoyed two exchanges at Sendai (north) and 

Nagasaki (south), had a packed six-day guided tour 

travelling by train, and a couple of other stops. 

Of course, our hosts – home, day and dinner – were 

extraordinarily generous. We visited out-of-the-way 

places like a volcano, a home for tsunami orphans, and a 

whiskey distillery, in addition to samurai houses and 

some wonderful museums. 

Our ambassadors represented all three clubs in our 

province. Getting to know the members of Brandon and 

Winnipeg clubs was a real pleasure. It was my first time 

travelling with another club and I would definitely do it 

again. 

— Bev Phillips 
 

2016 World Conference 

Marrakesh, Morocco, September 18-20, 2016 

2017 World Conference 

Manchester, England 

Celebrating FFI’s 40th anniversary 

2016 Exchanges  
No changes as of press time. Elizabeth Schirmer will 

report at the December meeting. 

• Inbound from Southern Oregon: EDs Gail Keeley 

and Doug Jackson, May 29 – June 4 

• Inbound from Osaka, Japan: EDs Lynda Walker and 

Lynn Fairhall, mid-August  

• Outbound to Toulouse, France, ED Kathy Lesyk 

(September) 

— Elizabeth Schirmer, Exchange Coordinator (EC), 
schirmer@mymts.net 

 

 

 


