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Friendship Force of Manitoba Newsletter   Summer 2014 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Friendship Force Manitoba meets 

monthly September through June. We 

usually meet the first Wednesday of 

each month at the Masonic Memorial 

Temple at Confusion Corner; check our 

events listings for date and location. 

Guests are always welcome. Contact 

Dallas Bagby at 204-661-6199. 

Friendship Force Manitoba 

friendshipforcemanitoba.org 
 

Honorary Patron Philip S. Lee 

Lieutenant-Governor of Manitoba 

2014 Board Members 

President: Dallas Bagby 204-661-6199 
(phone/fax) 
Vice President: TBA 
Secretary: Gail Keeley 
gailke@hotmail.ca 
Treasurer: Georgette Boille 

gboille@shaw.ca 

 

For the due date for contributions to the 

September newsletter, contact the editor: 

Send contributions to Bev Phillips, 

proofreaders@mts.net or 306-15 Kennedy 

Street, Winnipeg R3C 3X5. 

 
 

THERE’S   STILL   TIME... 
 

to register for the Oita Exchange activities  

August 17 to 22! 
 

Spaces are available for all activities, so send your registration 

and payment to Denise Lawson by August 5. 
 

There are still a few seats available for the three-hour City Tour 

on Monday, August 18, so invite your friends! 
 

For more information call Shirley @ 204-237-7856, 

shirley.twerdun@shaw.ca. 

 

Upcoming meetings 
September 10 – Open House 

October 16 – “Egypt” 
November 5 – Annual General Meeting / “Korea” 

December 3 – Christmas Party – “Christmas in Finland” 
 

Craft Circle:  
Contact Judy Single at jud64@mymts.net or 204-294-6428. 
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Rick Hansell, 1951-2014 

Rick Hansell passed away suddenly on June 7 while on a visit to Phoenix, Arizona. 

Rick was our Vice-President and a valued member of Friendship Force Manitoba,  

but more than that, he was a friend to all. We will miss you, Rick. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Oita, Japan, November 2012 

 
Hosting Cyprus, July 2011 

 
Oita, Japan, November 2012 

 
Oita, Japan, November 2012 

 
Hosting North Carolina, September 2012 

 

 
Hosting Brazil, 2013 

 
Peru, October 2013 
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June membership meeting 
 

Inbound Friendly Manitoba Exchange – June 17- 23 

President Dallas Bagby thanked our Exchange 

Coordinator Stan Croall and our Exchange Directors 

Elizabeth Schirmer and Helen Whetter for organizing the 

Friendly Manitoba Exchange when the Cornwall Exchange 

was cancelled. Eighteen ambassadors were expected 

from four Canadian and two American clubs. Elizabeth 

Schirmer, Jean Hyrich and Vivian Babij spoke about the 

fun events planned for this exchange. (See elsewhere in 

this issue for coverage of the exchange.)  

Inbound Oita Exchange – August 16-22 

Exchange Directors Shirley Twerdun and Barbara Main 

spoke to the events planned for the Oita Exchange. The 

17 ambassadors will be welcomed to Winnipeg on August 

16. The following day a welcome potluck lunch will be 

followed by a trip to the zoo to see the recently opened 

Journey to Churchill. Barbara reminded members to bring 

lawn chairs and walking shoes. Rosie Schau will contact 

members about what to bring for the potluck lunch. 

Other events include a city bus tour, a Goldeyes game, a 

trip to Oak Hammock Marsh and Grand Beach, farm tours 

at Beausejour, a visit to the Daylily Gardens and a potluck 

lunch with a farewell party at Diana Hansell’s farm. 

Everyone should bring mosquito repellent and lawn 

chairs to the outings at Grand Beach and Beausejour. 

Vivian Babij will contact everyone for the potluck lunch in 

Beausejour. 

— Gail Keeley, Secretary 

________________________________________ 

 

Looking for someplace new to visit? 

Check canffex.ca for undersubscribed 

exchanges from Canadian Friendship Force 

clubs. New listings appear frequently. 

You can also sign up for canffex email 

updates to notify you of newly available 

exchanges. 

 

 

 

 

 

Criddle-Vane “Big House” burns down 

The bus trip for the Friendly Manitoba exchange 
included a visit to the Criddle-Vane Homestead 
Provincial Park. 

On June 25, less than a week after we visited, the “big 
house” burned to the ground. The house had been 
damaged by vandals several times in recent years and 
those in charge of preserving it had been trying to find 
a way to protect it. 

The homestead is about 40 kilometres southeast of 
Brandon and was the site of the first entomological 
field station in Western Canada, built in 1917. 

________________________________________ 

Congratulations! 
 

Lorraine MacLeod, a 
longtime member of 
Friendship Force Manitoba, 
will be inducted into the 
Manitoba Golf Hall of Fame 
& Museum on September 
29 in the Builder category. 
Since the 1970s Lorraine 
has contributed to the 
growth of golf in Manitoba, 
researching its history, 
chairing committees, and 
helping to organize tournaments and develop new 
forms of training for players. She was president of the 
Manitoba Ladies Golf Association in 1987-88 and has 
been recognized with many honours. As part of FF, 
Lorraine has arranged golf outings for incoming 
ambassadors as part of hosting over the years. 
Congratulations, Lorraine! 

For more information, visit 
www.manitobagolfhalloffame.com 

  

http://golfmanitoba.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f73b97f1b6be1f0216cb94992&id=de66a3edcd&e=0de39cada3
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Friendly Manitoba Exchange 

June 16-23 
 

Winnipeg is a pretty big place to sum up in a week, but the 

Manitoba FF club did its best, with an eclectic mix of city and 

country, multiculture and just plain culture. 

 

We started by 

converging on 

the home of 

Vivian and 

Gerry Babij on 

the bank of La 

Salle River. The 

heavy rain had 

passed and the 

sun shone for a welcome party with much good food, 

Ukrainian welcome (bread and salt) and dancing, bandura 

music and more dancing by a couple of girls of South Asian 

background. A good reminder that many ethnic threads are 

woven into the Winnipeg mosaic. 

 

 
The next day the sun was still shining as we wandered 

around St. Boniface to sample the French and Métis roots of 

Winnipeg, and particularly the architecture of Etienne 

Gaboury. We saw his pedestrian span beside the Provencher 

Bridge over the Red River, his new church in the shell of the 

old basilica, his stunning Eglise Précieux-Sang (and later his 

soaring Mint) and then were privileged to have lunch with 

him and hear about his career as an architect and the 

influence of the light that he saw in his youth on the prairie. 

The day wound up with Stan Croall explaining the Red River 

Floodway while standing at the huge gates in St. Norbert. 

 

Thursday it rained. Mostly we stayed dry inside our bus. 

Between showers we explored the sand dunes in Spruce 

Woods park (and all kept out of the poison ivy), had a picnic 

lunch in Wawanesa, and visited the Criddle-Vane 

homestead, a farm with miniature horses the size of Great 

Danes, and the Chinese restaurant in Carman. The takeaway 

from the 

homestead was 

that Great-

Grandpa 

Criddle came 

from England 

with his English 

wife and her 

kids and his 

German wife 

and her kids 

and somehow they all lived in one household – a reminder 

to us not to look too far down our ethnic noses at more 

recent immigrants who are caught pulling capers like this. 

 

Friday was a free day. Our group went to Lower Fort Garry, 

where we heard about the Hudson’s Bay Company roots of 

the West and the Scots who were brought out to trade furs 

and left their genetic imprint across the huge territory. 

 

Saturday was the summer solstice and we spent the 

afternoon with Shakespeare’s Comedy of Errors at the ruins 

of the Trappist monastery in St. Norbert. Yes, it rained, a bit. 

Every time there was a dramatic moment in the play, there 

seemed to be a thunderclap somewhere nearby, but no one 

got seriously soaked. In the evening there were Aboriginal 

events and a rock concert at The Forks which unfortunately 

ended early as the skies opened. Others who went to the 

jazz festival or the cello festival at indoor venues were more 

lucky. Lots of culture that day. 

 
Sunday our group went to the Manitoba Museum, which is 

one of Canada’s better museums of “How This People Got to 

Be at This Place.” Then Monday we dodged the showers to 

look at a few of the murals in the West End, followed by the 

farewell dinner at a Greek restaurant in a Vietnamese-

Filipino neighbourhood where we were served by two wait 

staff, one Ukrainian and one Asian. How much more 

Winnipeg could you get? 
 

— Michael Moore, Friendship Force Toronto 

Michael grew up in Winnipeg and now lives in Toronto. 

  

 

Stan Croall (right, front in hat) and 

ambassadors at the Red River Floodway 
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From the Friendly Manitoba  

Co-Exchange Directors 

My motivation in planning the Friendly Manitoba 
Exchange was (a) to give our new members an 
opportunity to experience an exchange, (b) to boost 
club morale by working together to entertain a 
group of ambassadors and (c) to experiment with a 
concept that might lead to more domestic 
exchanges. I am thrilled we met these goals. 

We were also able to support two clubs (Saskatoon 
and Hay River) with small memberships and to offer 
them some encouragement and mentoring. 

Herb and Shirley Schellenberg of the FF Winnipeg 
club hosted Gene and Marie, whom they met on a 
global exchange. Several members of FFW joined in 
our activities. 

Thanks to all who contributed to the success of the 
exchange. 

— Elizabeth Schirmer 

 

  

Our Prairie skies were often dark but the Exchange 

went on! 

 

 

Friendship Force International 

2014 World Conference 

October 14-16 in Auckland, New Zealand  

Post-conference homestays and tours are available. 

 

2015 World Conference 

Vancouver, August 28-30, 2015  
 

I would like to add my thanks to everyone as well, 
starting with the committee. When the proposal for 
this exchange was first presented, the idea was to 
showcase Manitoba, a bilingual province with deep 
Aboriginal and multicultural roots. Soon a committee 
sprang into action: Kathy Lesyk as treasurer, Lorry 
Lesyk as ambassador photographer, Jean Hyrich 
responsible for publications and the day in St. 
Boniface, Alma Vincent and Rossita Schau hosting 
the Tuesday luncheon, Stan Croall conducting the 
tour of the Floodway, Vivian and Gerry Babij 
planning the welcome dinner and the bus tour, and 
Jan Kollesavich securing home, dinner and day hosts. 
Each one did an amazing job working to see that our 
incoming ambassadors experienced a wonderful 
week of friendship and goodwill. 
 
To everyone who home hosted, dinner hosted, day 
hosted and participated in the activities of the week, 
thank you for your support to share and celebrate 
the hospitality and friendship of Friendship Force 
Manitoba. 
 
To Friendship Force Winnipeg we add our 
appreciation to Shirley and Herb Schellenberg for 
home hosting, and to several of the members for 
joining in the week’s activities. 
 
To our incoming ambassadors we are grateful for the 
friendship, fun and enthusiasm they brought to 
share with us. 
 
Thank you to all of you for furthering the cause of 
friendship, love and peace. We do make a difference. 
 
— Helen Whetter 

 

 
Aboriginal Day/Summer solstice at The Forks 
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Mi Casa, Su Casa 

Friendship Force does not pretend to sponsor 

reciprocal exchanges; however, if two chapters 

agree, it can happen. This August we of FFM are 

hosting the FF Oita chapter known to us from our 

Japan exchange of 2012. 

Bernie and I will be home hosting Kazuo and Yumi 

from Taketa. They opened their home to us in 

October of 2012. They drove us to every sight and 

spa, every lunch and dinner. If we understand more 

about Japanese culture, it is because of their 

hospitality. The excitement of home hosting is raised 

in anticipation of seeing their familiar faces. We will 

not start from scratch, but build on the earlier 

friendship.  

So if I seem especially excited at the airport as we 

greet our guests, that’s why. Hope to see you all 

there as well. 

— Dallas Bagby, President 

 
 

2014 Committee chairs 
Exchange Coordinator and Past President: Stan Croall 204-261-

4198 or sfcroall@me.com (NOTE: New email) 

Program Chair: Jan Kollesavich 204-338-4913 or 

jankollesavich@gmail.com 

Communications: Shirley Twerdun 204-237-7856 or 

shirley.twerdun@shaw.ca 

Newsletter Editor: Bev Phillips 204-942-5453 (phone/fax) or 

proofreaders@mts.net 

Webmaster: Judith Single 204-294-6428 or ffmb@mymts.net 

Exchange Directors: Shirley Twerdun and Barbara Main (Inbound, 

Oita) shirley.twerdun@shaw.ca  

2014 and 2015 Exchanges 
 

Inbound from Oita, Japan, August 16-23 

Co-EDs: Shirley Twerdun and Barbara Main 

204-237-7856 or shirley.twerdun@shaw.ca 

bjmain@shaw.ca 
 

2015 Exchanges 

Incoming: Long Island in November  

Dates being renegotiated – may be in September 

Second inbound still being pursued! 

Outgoing: Raleigh and Richmond in March 

(Dates are subject to change) 
 

— Stan Croall, Exchange Coordinator (EC) sfcroall@me.com, 

204-261-4198 (Note: new email) 

________________________________________ 

People, Travel, Learning 

The last few months have brought home to me three 

aspects of Friendship Force: the people we meet, the 

travel (including local travel) and the learning. 

In early June, our club suffered a real loss with the 

sudden passing of Rick Hansell. I will always remember 

Rick’s many spontaneous acts of kindness on our 2012 

exchange in Japan. Rick lived life to the fullest. He really 

was a special person. 

I was part of the group that visited the Criddle-Vane 

Homestead with the Friendly Manitoba exchange. Less 

than a week later, the “big house” burned down, so we 

were among the last people to see it – an opportunity I 

would not have had without Friendship Force. 

Our Japanese language lessons taught by Tatsuya Goto 

of the Japanese Cultural Association of Manitoba were an 

enjoyable challenge and I hope will allow us to make our 

visitors from Oita more comfortable. 

No matter why each of us joins Friendship Force, it 

keeps enriching our lives in so many ways. 

– Bev Phillips, Editor, 204-942-5453, 
proofreaders@mts.net 

 

 

 

mailto:ffmb@mymts.net
mailto:sfcroall@shaw.ca

